In the Office Action, the Examiner stated that the Applicants failed to 
supply the PTO-1449 form with a space for the Examiner's initial signature, 
and date considered. The Examiner has requested that the Applicants supply 
the PTO-1449. The Applicants respectfully state for the record that the PTO- 
1449 was submitted with the information disclosure statement filed on 
November 21, 2003, however, the Applicants would be happy to supply a 
copy of the same. 

IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 



******** AMENDMENT ******** 

1 . (Currently amended) [A] An RFID encoding/verifying apparatus 
comprising: 

- a platform for positioning RFID containing stock upon; 

- a feeder positioned on said platform for advancing said RFID 
containing stock; 

- a motor in communication with said feeder [so as to advance ] for 
advancing said RFID containing stock a predetermined distance when 
activated; 
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- [a] an RFID read/write unit comprising at least one antenna with 
read/write capability for transmitting information to said RFID 
containing stock as said RFID containing stock is advanced past said 
RFID read/write unit; [and] 

-a processor in communication with said motor and said RFID 
read/write unit, said processor controlling the advancing of said motor 
and the transmission of data to and from said RFID read/write unit[.] 
;and 

- a radio frequency driver in communication with said processor, said 
radio frequency driver configured so as to send signals to said RFID 
read/write unit for transmission to said RFID containing stock. 

2. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
1 wherein the read/write unit comprises at least one integrated circuit 
coupled to at least one antenna with read/write capability for 
transmitting information to RFID containing stock as said RFED 
containing stock is advanced past said at least one antenna. 

3. (Cancelled) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to 
claim 1 further comprising: 
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a radio frequency driver in communication with said processor, said 
radio frequency driver configured so as to send signals to said RFID 
read/write unit for transmission to said RFID containing stock. 

4. (Presently amended) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus 
according to claim [3] 2 further comprising; 

- a memory coupled to said processor storing data to be sent to said 
radio frequency driver; and 

- a non-volatile memory coupled to said processor, said non-volatile 
memory storing program instructions for controlling said processor, 
said program instructions comprising the steps of reading said data 
from said memory; generating a writing signal for said radio 
frequency driver; and sending of a signal from said processor 
commanding the operation of said radio frequency driver to encode at 
least one RFID containing stock unit in response to said data. 



5. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
2 wherein one of said antennas broadcasts a carrier wave signal to 
energize one of said RFID containing stock and a second one of said 
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antennas subsequently communicates with one of said RFID 
containing stock units. 

6. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
2 wherein one of said antennas broadcasts a carrier wave signal to 
energize one of said RFID containing stock units and the same 
antennas subsequently communicates with one of said RFID 
containing stock units. 

7. (Currently amended) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus 
according to claim 2 further comprising at least one barcode reader 
positioned on said platform so as to read information from said RFED 
containing stock as [it] said RFID containing stock is advanced passed 
said barcode reader. 

8. (Currently amended) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus 
according to claim 2 further comprising an OCR scanner positioned 
on said platform so as to read information from said RFID containing 
stock as [it] said RFED containing stock is advanced passed said OCR 
scanner. 
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9. (Original) The RFED encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
7 wherein the barcode reader is in communication with said processor 
and said barcode reader reads said barcodes on said RFID containing 
stock and sends information to said processor to be verified. 

10. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to 
claim 9 further comprising a marking unit in communication with said 
processor whereby said marking unit marks said RFID containing 
stock when activated. 

1 1. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
10 wherein said marking unit perforates designs in said RFID 
containing stock when activated. 

12. (Original) The RFID encoding/verity ing apparatus according to claim 
1 wherein the feeder is either tractor fed or non-tractor fed. 

13. (Currently amended) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus 
according to claim 12 wherein the feeder is attached to an adjustable 
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track [so that it can be adjusted] and said feeder can be adjusted to 
accommodate RFID containing stock of various widths. 

14. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 

7 wherein at least part of the platform is transparent and said barcode 
reader is positioned directly below said transparent portion of said 
platform. 

15. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 

8 wherein at least part of the platform is transparent and said OCR 
scanner is positioned directly below said transparent portion of said 
platform. 

16. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to 
claim 7 wherein said barcode reader is attached to said platform by an 
adjustable arm that can accommodate RFID containing stock of 
various widths. 

17. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
8 wherein said OCR scanner is attached to said platform by an 
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adjustable arm that can accommodate RFID containing stock of 
various widths. 

18. (Currently amended) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus 
according to claim 7 wherein said barcode reader [is capable of 
reading] is for reading barcodes of various widths. 

19. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
1 wherein the motor is a stepper motor. 

20. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
19 further comprising a stepper motor driver in communication with 
said processor whereby said controller converts a digital signal 
received from said controller to a pulse signal and relays said pulse 
signal to said stepper motor driver so as to drive said stepper motor 
accordingly. 

21. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
12 further comprising an adjustable forward RFID containing stock 
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roller for roll or non-printed fan-folded stock positioned at one end of 
said platform. 

22. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 

21 wherein said forward RFID containing stock roller is self adjusting 
whereby said forward RFID containing stock roller automatically 
adjusts its width so as to accommodate said width of said RFID 
containing stock. 

23. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 

22 further comprising a receiving roller for roll RFID containing stock 
positioned at the end directly opposite said forward RFID containing 
stock roller. 

24. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
12 comprising an attachment located at opposite ends of said platform 
for feeding and receiving fan-fold RFID containing stock. 
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25. (Original) A method for encoding/verifying RFED containing stock 
using the RFID containing stock encoding/verifying apparatus 
according to claim 10 comprising; 

-positioning said RFID containing stock in said feeder on said platform 
of said RFID encoding/verifying apparatus; 

- advancing said RFID containing stock using said motor to position at 
least one RFID containing stock unit in communication with said RFID 
read/write unit; 

- reading said information on said RFID containing stock using said 
read/write RFID unit and communicating said data to said processor; 

- scanning said barcode and communicating said information to said 
processor; 

- generating at least one program instruction by said processor in 
response to comparing said RFID tag information and said barcode 
information by said processor; 

-said program instructions selected from the group consisting of 
instructing said read/write unit to write specific information to said 
RFID containing stock, activating said marking unit to mark said RFID 
containing stock, and advancing said motor so as to repeat said 
process. 
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26. (Original) The method according to claim 25 wherein an OCR is used 
in place of said barcode scanner. 

27. (Original) The method according to claim 25 wherein clinical labels 
are produced. 

28. (Original) The method according to claim 25 wherein non-clinical 
labels are produced. 

29. (Original) The method according to claim 25 wherein blank RFID 
containing stock is used. 

30. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
14 further comprising two retractable shutters positioned on opposite 
sides of the transparent portion of the platform enabling the widening 
and narrowing of the transparent portion of the platform. 
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31. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
7 wherein one barcode reader is in a different orientation than a 
second barcode reader. 

32. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
14 further comprising a cycling belt positioned around said platform 
and in communication with said motor for moving said RFID 
containing stock in a predetermined direction. 

33. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
1 further comprising an optical sensor in communication with said 
motor, said optical sensor controlling the advancing of said motor 
according to data gathered by said optical sensor. 

34. (Original) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
1 further comprising an optical sensor in communication with said 
processor, said processor sending RFID commands to read and/or write 
data from/to a tag embedded in a stock unit once a signal is sent from 
said optical sensor to said processor. 



CLIN/8603-42205.] 



12 



3 5. (New) An RFID encoding/verifying apparatus comprising: 

- a platform for positioning RFID containing stock upon; 

- a feeder positioned on said platform for advancing said RFID 
containing stock; 

- a motor in communication with said feeder for advancing said RFID 
containing stock a predetermined distance when activated; 

- an RFID read/write unit comprising at least one antenna with 
read/write capability for transmitting information to said RFID 
containing stock as said RFID containing stock is advanced past said 
RFID read/write unit; 

-a processor in communication with said motor and said RFID 
read/write unit, said processor controlling the advancing of said motor 
and the transmission of data to and from said RFID read/write unit; 

- a marking unit in communication with said processor whereby said 
marking unit perforates said RFID containing stock when activated; and 

- a feeder attached to an adjustable track wherein said feeder can be 
adjusted to accommodate RFID containing stock of various widths. 

36. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 35 
wherein the feeder is either tractor fed or non-tractor fed. 
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3 7. (New) The RFED encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 36 
wherein the feeder is attached to an adjustable track and said feeder can 
be adjusted to accommodate RFID containing stock of various widths. 

38. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 35 
wherein the read/write unit comprises at least one integrated circuit 
coupled to at least one antenna with read/write capability for transmitting 
information to RFID containing stock as said RFID containing stock is 
advanced past said at least one antenna; and 

said RFID encoding/verifying apparatus further comprises at least one 
barcode reader positioned on said platform so as to read information from 
said RFID containing stock as said RFID containing stock is advanced 
passed said barcode reader. 

39. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 38 
wherein said barcode reader is positioned directly below said transparent 
portion of said platform. 
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40. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 35 
wherein the read/write unit comprises at least one integrated circuit 
coupled to at least one antenna with read/write capability for transmitting 
information to RFID containing stock as said RFID containing stock is 
advanced past said at least one antenna; and 

said RFID encoding/verifying apparatus further comprising an OCR 
scanner positioned on said platform so as to read information from said 
RFID containing stock as said RFID containing stock is advanced passed 
said OCR scanner. 

41. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 40 
wherein at least part of the platform is transparent and said OCR scanner 
is positioned directly below said transparent portion of said platform. 

42. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 
38 wherein said barcode reader is attached to said platform by an 
adjustable arm that can accommodate RFID containing stock of various 
widths. 
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43. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 40 
wherein said OCR scanner is attached to said platform by an adjustable 
arm that can accommodate RFID containing stock of various widths. 

44. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 38 
wherein said barcode reader is for reading barcodes of various widths. 

45. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 35 
wherein the motor is a stepper motor and said RFID encoding/verifying 
apparatus further comprises a stepper motor driver in communication 
with said processor whereby said controller converts a digital signal 
received from said controller to a pulse signal and relays said pulse signal 
to said stepper motor driver so as to drive said stepper motor accordingly. 

46. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 36 
further comprising an adjustable forward RFID containing stock roller 
for roll or non-printed fan-folded stock positioned at one end of said 
platform. 
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47. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 46 
wherein said forward RFID containing stock roller is self adjusting 
whereby said forward RFID containing stock roller automatically adjusts 
its width so as to accommodate said width of said RFID containing stock. 

48. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 47 
further comprising a receiving roller for roll RFID containing stock 
positioned at the end directly opposite said forward RFID containing 
stock roller. 

49. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 36 
comprising an attachment located at opposite ends of said platform for 
feeding and receiving fan-fold RFID containing stock. 

50. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 39 
further comprising two retractable shutters positioned on opposite sides 
of the transparent portion of the platform enabling the widening and 
narrowing of the transparent portion of the platform. 
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51. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 38 
wherein one barcode reader is in a different orientation than a second 
barcode reader. 

52. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 39 
further comprising a cycling belt positioned around said platform and in 
communication with said motor for moving said RFID containing stock 
in a predetermined direction. 

53. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 35 
further comprising an optical sensor in communication with said motor, 
said optical sensor controlling the advancing of said motor according to 
data gathered by said optical sensor. 

54. (New) The RFID encoding/verifying apparatus according to claim 35 
further comprising an optical sensor in communication with said 
processor, said processor sending RFID commands to read and/or write 
data from/to a tag embedded in a stock unit once a signal is sent from 
said optical sensor to said processor. 
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